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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 18-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Duffy et al 
(WO 01/06740 A2) in view of Schoeneberger et al (7,012,888). 

Consider claims 1 8 and 28-29, Duffy et al teach an adapter unit operatively connected to 
an Internet Protocol (IP) phone (see page 1 line 20-25), comprising: a channel send-receive unit 
that sends data to an exchange of a circuit-switched telecommunications network and receives 
signaling data from the exchange; a data packet send-receive unit that sends data packets via a 
data packet transfer network towards a first telecommunication system and receives data packets 
from the first telecommunication system via the data packet transfer network, the data packets 
sent and received during a normal operating mode (see page 3 lines 1-18; Fig. 1); a data 
insertion-extraction unit that inserts the data received by the channel send-receive unit into a data 
packet and forwards the packet to the data packet send unit and that extracts data from a data 
packet received by the data packet receive unit and forwards the extracted data to the channel 
send unit, the data inserted and extracted during the normal operating mode (see page 10 lines 1- 
6); and an operating mode switchover unit that switches over from the normal operating mode to 
an emergency operating mode if a fault occurs on the side of the data packet transfer network, 
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wherein the emergency operating mode ensures telecommunication via the circuit-switched 
telecommunications network (see page 3 lines 12-18), and wherein the data is not processed by 
the adapter during the normal operating mode (see Fig. 8 A and 8B; i.e., during normal 
operation, both IP phones connected directly through the IP network. Thus the telephone cards 
within the gateway(s) are not needed to be utilized unless the call is switched over from IP 
network to the PSTN). 

Duffy et al discussed general call set up communications between communication 
elements (see pages 12-20; "call setup" (i.e., "signaling messages"). Duffy et al did not clearly 
disclose of the "communications of the signaling data or messages" between network elements 
(i.e., the operation behind the network hardware elements) as alleged by applicant (see 
arguments/comments). However, Schoeneberger et al utilized signaling data messages between 
network endpoints for call restoration during network failure (col. 1 line 60 - col. 2 line 9, lines 
31-56). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Schoeneberger et al into view of Duffy et 
al in order to maintain call connection in event of network failures. 

Consider claim 19, Duffy et al teach the adapter unit further comprising a protocol 
conversion unit that converts the signal data between a circuit-switched protocol and a data- 
packet protocol, the conversion performed during the emergency mode (see page 10 lines 1-6). 

Consider claim 20, Duffy et al teach the adapter unit further comprising a network access 
unit that performs network access functions for a plurality of terminals of a data packet transfer 
network during the emergency mode, the functions selected from the group consisting of a 
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gatekeeper function in accordance with a protocol of the H.323 protocol family, a SIP registrar 
function in accordance with a SIP protocol, and SIP registrar function in accordance with a 
protocol based on the SIP protocol (see page 22 line 4 - page 24 line 4). 

Consider claim 21 , Duffy et al teach wherein the plurality of terminals are IP phones 
including the first IP phone, wherein the number of terminals is less than 16, and wherein during 
the emergency mode the signaling messages are not sent via the data packet transfer network 
(see page 3 lines 12-18; Fig. 6-15). 

Consider claim 22, Duffy et al teach wherein at least one of the terminals is adapted to 
detect the fault and change to an IP address of the adapter unit or of the first IP phone (see page 
21 lines 3-28). 

Consider claim 23, Duffy et al teach the adapter unit further comprising a terminal unit 
that performs a peer-to-peer connection function during the emergency operating mode (page 3 
lines 1-7). 

Consider claim 24, as discussed above, Duffy et al teach wherein the data packets are 
transferred in accordance with an Internet protocol in the data packet transfer network, wherein 
the circuit-switched telecommunications network is a fixed network or a mobile radio network, 
wherein the signaling data is adapted in accordance with a signaling protocol for exchange lines 
between an exchange and a terminal or between the exchange and the first telecommunication 
system, and wherein the signaling protocol is DSS1 or based on DSS1 (page 10 lines 1-6). 

Consider claim 25, Duffy et al teach wherein the fault occurs at the first 
telecommunication system (see page 21 lines 3-28). 
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Consider claim 26, as discussed above, Duffy et al teach wherein during the emergency 
operating mode: the operating mode switchover unit forwards the signaling data to a second 
telecommunication system that is different than the first telecommunication system used in the 
normal operating mode, and signaling data received from the second telecommunication system 
is sent to the exchange via the channel send unit (see page 22 line 1 - page 23 line 4). 

Consider claim 27, Duffy et al teach wherein during the emergency operating mode: the 
operating mode switchover forwards the signaling data to a subscriber terminal, and the signaling 
data received from the subscriber terminal is sent to the exchange via the channel send unit (see 
page 22 line 1 - page 23 line 4). 

Consider claims 30 and 38, Duffy et al teach the claimed features (see claims 18 and 28 
above) except for detecting a reactivation of the data packet transfer network or of the first 
telecommunication system, and automatically switching over into an normal operating mode 
after the detection of the reactivation. However, the examiner take an office notice that it is 
notoriously well known to switched back to normal operating mode after reactivate or restored. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill at the time the invention was 
made to recognize that it is common sense the system must be place any emergency service back 
into normal operating mode after repair or restored or corrected. 

Consider claim 3 1 , Duffy et al teach wherein the emergency operating mode further 
comprises: forwarding the signaling data from a channel receive unit of an adapter to a second 
telecommunication system, the second telecommunication system having performance features 
more restrictive than the first telecommunication system used in the normal operating mode, 
forwarding signaling data from the second telecommunication system to the channel send unit, 
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and wherein the functions of the telecommunication system performed by a first IP telephone 
(see page 22 line 1 - page 23 line 4). 

Consider claim 32, Duffy et al teach the method further comprising: detecting the failure 
and reactivation by a second IP telephone; and registering the second IP telephone at the second 
telecommunication system, wherein retaining the interface protocol in comparison with the 
normal operating mode is retained (see page 21 lines 3-28). 

Consider claim 33, Duffy et al teach wherein the emergency operating mode further 
comprises: forwarding the signaling data received by the channel receive unit to an IP telephone, 
and forwarding signaling data sent by the IP telephone to the channel send unit, wherein the IP 
telephone performs functions of a telephone which is operated directly at the circuit-switched 
telecommunications network (see page 22 line 1 - page 23 line 4). 

Consider claim 34, Duffy et al teach wherein the emergency operating mode further 
comprises: an IP telephone (80), which in the emergency operating mode performs functions of a 
telephone which is operated directly at the circuit-switched telecommunications network (20, 
22), detecting the failure or the reactivation (see page 22 line 1 - page 23 line 4). 

Consider claim 35, Duffy et al teach wherein the emergency operating mode further 
comprises: performing a protocol conversion of the signaling data into a signaling protocol for a 
data packet transfer network, transferring the converted signaling data to an IP telephone, 
receiving signaling data in accordance with a signaling protocol for a data packet transfer 
network from an IP telephone, and performing a protocol conversion for the received signaling 
data in accordance with a protocol for the signaling in the circuit-switched telecommunications 
network (see page 10 lines 1-6). 
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Consider claim 36 and 39, Duffy et al teach wherein the emergency operating mode 
further comprises: detecting the failure or the reactivation by an adapter, and registering at least 
one IP telephone with the adapter unit or setting up a peer-to-peer connection between the 
adapter unit and the at least one IP telephone (page 3 lines 1-7). 

Consider claim 37, Duffy et al teach wherein the signaling protocol for the data packet 
transfer network is a protocol of the H.323 protocol family or a SIP protocol or a peer-to-peer 
protocol (page 3 lines 1-7). 

Consider claim 40, Duffy et al teach wherein the adapter is operatively connected less 
than 16 IP telephones (see page 3 lines 12-18; Fig. 6-15). 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 18-40 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

4. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Mail Stop (explanation, e.g., Amendment or After-final, etc.) 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Facsimile responses should be faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to: 
Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Quoc Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-7511. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00 to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis Kuntz, can be reached on (571) 272-7499. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 whose telephone number is (571) 272-2600. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Quoc D Tran/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2614 
June 12, 2009 



